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THE COLEOPTERISTS SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The 8th annual meeting of the Coleopterists Society was held 31 November, 1975, 
at the Marriott Hotel in New Orleans, Louisiana. The meeting was chaired by Vice- 
President Charles Triplehorn in the absence of President Paul Ritcher. Vice-President 
Triplehorn welcomed members and called the meeting to order. For convenience, 
each topic discussed below is numbered consecutively. 


1. A correction to the minutes of the 1974 meeting previously published by Ross 
Arnett was read by Secretary Gordon as follows: (“Arnett wrote that a problem has 
been in getting tax exempt status . . .””): “This has never been a problem. We have al- 
ways had full tax exempt status as well as the ability to offer tax deduction status 
for any donation received. We are assured of this status as long as we exist. The true 
problem is simply that we must secure membership donations to offset large dona- 
tions from individuals. A donation from the Coleopterists Society would have had 
to be offset by more membership donations in order for us to maintain the balance 
of income required by IRS. This fine point of the law is no doubt difficult to under- 
stand by the people attending a meeting unless considerable time is spent in the ex- 
planation. But the way it is reported in the Bulletin will cause a lot of unneeded 
correspondence on our part explaining to the nearly 1,200 individuals who have al- 
ready donated that their tax deduction is still valid.” 

With this correction the minutes were accepted as published in the Coleopterists 
Bulletin, volume 29, March, 1975. 

2. Secretary Gordon read into the minutes the changes in the Constitution ap- 
roved by the membership in 1974 but not read into the minutes of the 1974 meeting. 
These changes are as follows: 

a) By-Law I. Section 6: Formerly read: “A member whose dues have not been paid 
within a reasonable period of time as determined by the Executive Committee will 
forfeit the privileges of membership. Such member may be reinstated upon payment 
of current dues.” Now reads: “. .. .membership. Such members may be reinstated upon 
payment of dues owed during the period of delinquency plus the current dues.” 

b) Article II. Formerly read: “Object: The objective of the Society shall be to 
promote the study of Coleoptera.” Now reads: “Object and Operation: The object 
of the Society shall be the advancement of the science of Coleopterology in all its 
aspects of theory, principles, methodology, and practice, for both living and fossil 
beetles, with emphasis on areas of common interest to all coleopterists regardless 
of individual specialization. With this object in mind, the Society shall be organized 
and operated exclusively for scientific and educational purposes.” 

c) By-Law V. Termination of the Society. Formerly read: “If, for any reason, the 
Coleopterists Society is terminated, the assets of the Society will be turned over to 
the Entomological Society of America.” Now reads: “. . . .distributed to the 1) So- 
ciety of Systematic Zoology, or 2) Entomological Society of America. However, if 
neither of the named recipients is then in existence, or if neither is then a qualified 
distributee, or if neither is willing or able to accept the distribution, then the assets 
of this organization shall be distributed to a fund, foundation, or corporation orga- 
nized and operated exclusively for the purposes specified in section 501 (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.” 

d) By-Law II. Section 1. Formerly read: “The officers and council of the Society 
shall serve as the Executive Committee. The immediate Past-President of the Society 
shall sit for one term as an ex-officio member of the Executive, and shall be entitled 
to vote.” Now reads: “The officers, the council and the editor of the Coleopterists 
Bulletin, shall serve as the Executive Committee. The immediate Past-President of 
the Society shall sit for one term as an ex-officio member of the Executive, and shall 
be entitled to vote.” 

e) “By-Law VII. Journal. The journal of the Society shall be called the “Co- 
leopterists Bulletin” and shall be conducted by an Editor, who shall be appointed 
by the President, with the approval of a majority of the Executive Committee.” 

3. Secretary Gordon read the items discussed at the Executive Committee meeting 
earlier in the afternoon as follows: 

a. The hospitality hour to be held following the scientific session on December 
l: a $2.00 donation was requested of all members attending to help defray expenses 
and the location of the affair disclosed. 
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b. Support for editor: The editor is to receive $500.00 per year for secretarial help; 
his expenses to attend the annual meetings of the Coleopterists Society will be paid 
by the Society if he does not have institutional funds for that purpose. 

c. Dues Increase: The possibility of increasing dues was discussed and rejected 
because of a favorable treasurer’s report on the financial status of the Society. 

d. Coleopterists Newsletter: The reestablishment of the newsletter was discussed 
and 5 ways of handling it were proposed; as filler in the Bulletin without separa- 
tion, as a separate section at the end of the Bulletin with separate pagination such as 
roman numerals, as a section without separate pagination, to simply drop the news- 
letter entirely, or to resume it in the original separate publication format. 

During the following discussion Charles O’Brien pointed out that the matter had 
been discussed at the 1974 meeting and that a ballot was to have been sent out to the 
membership in 1975 for a vote on the matter. Secretary Gordon replied that such a 
ballot would be sent to the membership in 1976. 

4. Officer’s Reports. 

a. Secretary Gordon. No Report. 

b. Treasurer Erwin submitted the appended report which was audited by Oscar 
Cartwright, Don Anderson, and Gene Wood. 

c. Editor’s Report. Bob Woodruff, the outgoing editor, said that his report will 
appear in the December, 1975, issue of the Bulletin. Erwin proposed a special vote 
of thanks to Woodruff for producing a quality Bulletin at low cost and making the 
Bulletin what it is today. Vice-President Triplehorn concurred and remarked that 
Woodruff has done a first class job. Don Whitehead, the incoming editor, stated that 
his main purpose in attending the New Orleans meetings was to get feedback from the 
membership on editorial policy. Woodruff was asked about the backlog of manu- 
scripts for the Bulletin. He said that the December, 1975, issue will be twice the 
normal size and that this will reduce the backlog to a 6-9 month waiting period. 

5. Committee Reports. 

a. Nomination and elections committee. Lee Herman, chairman of the com- 
mittee, reported the election results. Tommy Allen is our new Vice President; new 
council members are J. Doyen, Hank Dybas, and Howard Frank. 

b. Color Standards Committee. Committee reported that the ESA governing 
board is considering sponsoring the project. 

c. O’Brien reported for Howard Frank on the Jamaica field trip. Twelve 
people were signed up to go, and Frank was in Jamaica awaiting their arrival. The 
2 cost per person was estimated at about $250.00. [A report is appended, p. 115— 

d. Cartwright’s report on the audit of the treasurer’s books was accepted by 
Triplehorn in Cartwright’s absence. 

6. Vice-President Triplehorn installed himself as the new President since former 
President Ritcher was not in attendance. 

7. President Triplehorn asked George Ball to chair the nominating committee. 
Ball accepted and it was pointed out that the selections need to be made in time for 
inclusion in the March issue. [A report is appended, p. 114—ed.] 

8. President Triplehorn pointed out that the 1976 meeting of the Coleopterists 
Society will be held in conjunction with the International Congress of Entomology 
rather than with the ESA annual meeting. The International Congress will be held 
in Washington, D. C., August 19-27, 1976. 

9. President Triplehorn brought up the financing of the social hour and pointed 
out that it had been done by the officers in the past. Past President Ritcher contributed 
$50.00 toward it this year. 

10. O’Brien brought up the subject of the Newsletter and suggested a rotating 
editorship. He said that the members should be allowed to vote on whether they 
wanted a Newsletter or not and motioned that a ballot be presented. Motion was 
seconded and discussion followed. Erwin said mechanisms for changing the format 
are included in the new constitutional amendments to be proposed. Lois O’Brien 
asked if a simple majority was required and it was agreed that it was. Motion passed. 

11. Erwin mentioned that several proposed constitutional amendments will be 
submitted to the membership for vote in 1976 and that one of these amendments in- 
volves making the editor a voting member of the Executive Committee. 

12. Ross Arnett talked on the North American beetle fauna project. He showed 
parts of publications completed and pointed out that parts 6-8 were still avail- 
able, on weevils, chrysomelids, and cerambycids. The project now has a photocom- 
poser available, and regional manuals will begin next year. Insect World Digest 
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has a membership of about 1275. Arrangements are almost completed for a firm to 
take over the fulfillment of that magazine. Arnett passed out examples of North 
American Beetle Project publication information sheets. i 

13. President Triplehorn adjourned the meeting and gave the location of the hos- 
pitality suite. 

14. Other business. 

A scientific session held the following evening was composed of talks by F. W. 
Stehr on “Progress of New Larval Text”; R. S. Beal, Jr., on “Values of Larval Stud- 
ies for Taxonomy”; J. F. Lawrence on “The Use of Larval Characters in Solving 
Problems of Beetle Phylogeny”. This was a joint session of the Immature Insect- 
Coleopterists Society. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Robert Gordon 
Secretary (1975) 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE V—Officers: 


PRESENT WORDING 


Section 1: The elective officers shall consist of the President who shall auto- 
matically and without election be the President-Elect from the 
outgoing Executive, the Vice-President who shall be President- 
Elect, the Secretary, Treasurer and six member Council. 


PROPOSED WORDING 


Section 1: The officers of the Society shall be the President, President-Elect, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Managing Editor, and six member Council. 


BYLAW II-—Officers: 
PRESENT WORDING 


Section 4: The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in his 
absence at meetings, and shall become President in the event of 
death, resignation or disability of the President. In the event of 
absence of both President and Vice-President at a meeting, a tempo- 
rary Chairman may be chosen to preside at that meeting by the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee attending the meeting. 


PROPOSED WORDING 


Section 4: The President-Elect shall be elected by the membership from 
those members who by their coleopterological achievements are 
considered to be among the leaders in the study of Coleoptera. The 
President-Elect shall take office at the close of the annual meet- 
ing following his election and shall serve until the close of the 
second annual meeting following his election when he shall suc- 
ceed to the presidency. He shall be a voting member of the Coun- 
cil, ex officio, during his term of office, and shall perform the du- 
ties of President during any period when the President is unable 
to fulfill the duties of that office. 
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Section 7: 


Section 7a: 


Section 7b: 


Section 8: 


Section 8a: 


Section 8b: 


Section 8c: 


Section 8d: 


PRESENT WORDING 


Publication policy shall be a responsibility of the Executive 
Committee, which may appoint an editor or editors to implement 
this policy. 


PROPOSED WORDING 


The Society may in furtherance of its stated object, publish such 
journals, monographs, handbooks, or other publications as the 
Executive Committee may determine, within the needs and re- 
sources of the Society. A Managing Editor shall be elected ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws. 


The Journal of the Society shall be called “The Coleopterists 
Bulletin” and shall be conducted by a Managing Editor (directly 
responsible to the President and Council) and by any other edi- 
tors that the Executive Committee may appoint. There shall be 
an Editorial Board, the members of which shall be appointed by 
the Managing Editor subject to approval by the Executive Com- 
mittee for a term of three calendar years. 


PRESENT WORDING 


Election of officers and council members shall be by mail-in 
ballot. The ballots shall be counted by three members appointed 
by the President. The nominees for each office shall be selected 
either by a nominating committee or may be nominated by any 
member in good standing. Write-ins on ballots will be permitted. 
Nominees must state, in writing to the Nominating Committee, 
their willingness to serve if elected. 


PROPOSED WORDING 


Nominations for President-Elect and Councillors shall be made 
by a Nominating Committee composed of the immediate Past- 
President (or if he is unable to serve, the next most recent Past- 
President) and two other members in good standing, who are not 
members of the Council, appointed by the President. The Past- 
President shall be Chairman of the Committee. T his Committee 
shall give due consideration to equitable representation of the 
geographical distribution of the membership of the Society and of 
their interests in various aspects of Coleopterology. Nomina- 
tions shall be announced in the first issue of The Coleopterists 
Bulletin. Additional nominations may be made by members under 
certain conditions (See Section 8c). 


The Executive Committee shall nominate the Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Managing Editor. These nominees shall appear on the ballot 
and thereby be subject to membership approval. 


Additional nominations for offices, except in the case of Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, and Managing Editor which are offices not sub- 
ject to additional nominations, may be made by proposals signed 
by not less than five members of the Society in good standing, pro- 
vided that such nominations are received by the Secretary at least 
30 days in advance of the mailing of ballots. Such nominations 
from the membership shall be appropriately identified on the 
ballot mailed to members. 


Election of officers and council members shall be by mail-in 
ballot. The ballots shall be counted by three members ap- 
pointed by the President. Write-ins on ballots are not permitted. 
Nominees must state in writing to the Nominating Committee or 
Executive Committee, their willingness to serve if elected. 
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PRESENT WORDING 


Section 9: The President or Vice-President may not succeed himself in that 
office; a council member may be renominated but may not serve 
for more than two consecutive terms. 


PROPOSED WORDING 


Section 9: The President or President-Elect may not succeed himself in 
that office; a council member may be renominated but may not 
serve for more than two consecutive terms. The Secretary, Trea- 
surer, and Managing Editor shall serve at the discretion of the 
Executive Committee or until submitting their respective resig- 
nations. 


PROPOSED PREAMBLE 


PREAMBLE: Herein, the masculine pronouns shall constitute the feminine and the 
neuter, the singular, the plural, and vice versa. 


BY-LAW I. Section 6. 


A member whose dues have not been paid within a reasonable period of time 
as determined by the Executive Committee will forfeit the privileges of mem- 
bership. Such members may be reinstated upon payment of dues owed during 
the period of delinquency plus the current dues. 


ARTICLE II. 


Object and Operation: The object of the Society shall be the advancement of 
the science of Coleopterology in all its aspects of theory, principles, method- 
ology, and practice, for both living and fossil beetles, with emphasis on areas 
of common interest to all coleopterists regardless of individual specializa- 
tion. With this object in mind, the Society shall be organized and operated 
exclusively for scientific and educational purposes. 


BY-LAW V. 


Termination of the Society: If, for any reason, the Coleopterists Society is 
terminated, the assets of the Society will be distributed to the 1) Society of 
Systematic Zoology, or 2) Entomological Society of America. However, if 
neither of the named recipients is then in existence, or if neither is then a quali- 
fied distributee, or if neither is willing or able to accept the distribution, then 
the assets of this organization shall be distributed to a fund, foundation, or 
corporation organized and operated exclusively for the purposes specified in 
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 


The purposes of these proposed amendments are to resolve certain ambiguities 
in wording of the present Constitution and to spell out more exactly how certain 
functions of the Society are to be carried out. The proposed amendments will be sub- 
mitted to the membership for approval or disapproval by mail ballot prior to the 
next annual meeting. 


AOS AO A ie aD a 


112 THE COLEOPTERISTS BULLETIN 30(1), 1976 


EDITORIAL: NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS AND READERS 


I herewith take advantage of some unplanned inches of open space for some edi- 
torial comment. Probably, in due time, I shall submit a full-blown editorial; and 
probably, as with my illustrious predecessor, it will be my swan song. Here, I only 
hint of things to come and make some specific requests. 

This issue, like the last, is unusually large; it does not herald a general change 
in publication policy, for these large issues are expensive. Thus, come June, we return 
to the previous norm. Printing costs are rising too, so it will be some months before 
we can determine our flexibility for increased pagination within the current dues 
structure. 

In future issues I plan to experiment with format. Articles of general or contin- 
uing interest will be leaders; those of undeveloped data or of transient interest will 
appear either as filler or at the rear of the issue. I will also experiment with vary- 
ing type sizes, using fine print for raw data (locality data, descriptions, lists). Re- 
duced type size may mean no or little economic savings, but it should result in an 
aesthetically improved product. 

For now, my specific editorial requests are the following. Please send all con- 
tributions in at least duplicate, preferably triplicate. Do likewise with illustrations, 
to minimize chance of loss in the mails or on someone’s desk. Remember that manu- 
scripts take repeated trips through the mail; that you need a copy, the printer needs 
one, and the editor needs one; and that the editor could use an extra—for rough edit- 
ing and return to author for comment and repair. Please have your paper read be- 
fore submission, by at least 1 and preferably 2 competent, critical, outside authori- 
ties. Save time; avoid embarrassment. An editor never quite catches up, and your 
paper may not get to be prepared for the printer until the last minute; if the author 
has already had his paper carefully reviewed, major surgery will be unlikely and the 
editor may even waive subsequent review. Taking this step also allows the author 
to properly acknowledge the reviewers. But remember—do not seek a friendly re- 
view, because as editor I will be forced to compensate in an unfriendly manner. 

In the longer run, I hope to encourage increased quality, encouraging the more 
thoughtful contributions at the expense of those which lack useful synthesis. And, a 


wider diversity is desired: I want our Bulletin to embrace all aspects of beetle bi- 
ology. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT (THROUGH NOVEMBER 26, 1975) 


by Terry L. Erwin, audited by D. M. Anderson, O. L. Cartwright, 
and F. E. Wood 


Assets: 


Balance from 1974 (Nov. 26, 1974) $10,574.91 


Income: (November 25, 1974 to November 21, 1975) 
Page charges, separates, postage on 


separates charged to authors 2,696.61 
Membership dues, subscriptions 5,765.08 
Back issues 60.00 
Interest on savings and certificate at 

Northern Virginia Savings and Loan 447.57 

$8,969.26 


Balance of credits $19,544.17 
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Disbursements: 
Printers cost of Bulletin Production 
(Sept., Dec. 1974; March, June, Sept. 1975) $6,943.40 
Addressograph service and envelopes 374.14 
Inkblot Co. services and materials 217.35 
Second class Mailing Permit/Editor’s postage 191.00 
ESA, 1974 Hospitality Suite 260.46 
Service charges, Riggs Bank . 21.09 
Bounced checks 24.00 
Copy Cat Printers (forms, preaddressed envelopes) 55.60 
Secretary’s Postage 75.00 
Treasurer’s supplies 2.05 
$8,164.09 
Income over disbursements $805.17 
Total assets carried into 1976 $11,380.08 
PROPOSED 1976 BUDGET 
Income: 
Page charges $2,500.00 
Dues 3,830.00 
Subscriptions 1,610.00 
Interest on savings 600.00 
$8,540.00 
Expenses: 
Bulletin Costs $6,000.00 
Printers other charges 500.00 
Postage, envelopes, forms, etc. 200.00 
Inkblot Co. services and materials 250.00 
Editor’s postage, Second class mail permit 350.00 
1976 Hospitality Suite at XV Congress 300.00 
Newsletter printing and postage 440.00 
Editor’s secretary 500.00 
$8,540.00 


Respectfully submitted, 


Terry L. Erwin 
Treasurer (1975) 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


At the annual meeting held in New Orleans, November 30, 1975, I was invited by 
President C. A. Triplehorn to serve as Chairman of the Nominating Committee. In 
this capacity, I appointed Messrs. H. Goulet and J. S. Ashe to join the committee. At 
a meeting on December 30, held in the Strickland Museum, Department of Ento- 
mology, University of Alberta, we agreed on the slate of names presented below. 
Each nominee was contacted, and gave written consent to let his name stand. 


SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 1976-1977 


For President-Elect: 

Dr. Robert E. Woodruff, Bureau of Entomology, Division of Plant Industry, 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service, Doyle Conner 
Building, P. O. Box 1269, Gainesville, Florida. 

Dr. Frank N. Young, Department of Zoology, Indiana University, Blooming- 
ton, Indiana. 


For Members of Council: 

Dr. Harley P. Brown, Department of Zoology, The University of Oklahoma, 730 
Van Vleet Oval, Room 222, Norman, Oklahoma. 

Dr. Alfred F. Newton, Jr., Department of Entomology, Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Dr. Charles W. O’Brien, Laboratory of Aquatic Entomology, Florida Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical University, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Dr. Stewart B. Peck, Department of Biology, Carleton University, Ottawa, On- 
tario. 

Dr. J. Schuh, 4039 Shasta Way, Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

Dr. Barry D. Valentine, Department of Zoology and Entomology, The Ohio 
State University, Columbus, Ohio. 


Secretary: 
Dr. Robert D. Gordon, USDA, Systematic Entomology Laboratory, c/o United 


States National Museum, Washington, D. C. 


Treasurer: 
Dr. Terry L. Erwin, Department of Entomology, Smithsonian Institution, United 


States National Museum, Washington, D. C. 
Editor: 
Dr. Donald R. Whitehead, c/o Department of Entomology, Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, United States National Museum, Washington, D. C. 


Respectfully submitted, 


George E. Ball 
Chairman 
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